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By Gov. DONAL

that Rhode Island is. a’
: place where you, your children, -
and. your grandchildren will
“stay and prosper.’ ‘That has been |
my:goal since I first took office. -
To do that, we must be a lower--
-tax;. busmess—fnendly, ﬁscally ‘

Gk years;

“rmade” major” progréss on the |
first ‘two ‘goals. But the third .
.'_':--needs dramahc unprovement

o it dehver quahty _service ata |
i price out taxpayers can afford,
_and: wlruch ‘is sustamable over

: spehdmg plan:that i:mses taxes,

dand: plugs the’ :

for taxpayers,
ools; bad for. .

‘ture. genera on. As-
cials; we should'b
- reduce Rhode Isl:
" den; not increas
“be. workmg fo.
“long-term budget pr
: paper them over. -~
By contrast, the., plan 1 Tece
“ly unveiled would begin to
damentally: reform -state ;gov- :
“ernment . by reducing. costs
whiere costs are highest.or most
out-of-line with similar costs in.
the private sector.. Unlike the *
'_slature s -plan, it “would -
vid  using tax increases, and

matching funds for repairing’
'-roads and building bridges.. - :

In: partlcular, we; must target |
‘personnel expenses ' |

.-and benefit Costs: are out-of hne -

e
way to budget health Too
many people seem to think that
state government is a giant
ATM. To me, that ATM is doling
out “Average: Taxpayer Morn--
e " .

ySn'rulausly, one-time revenue -
sources — such as the proceeds.

“from the sale of tobacco bonds = |

are also not - the*solution. This
Band-Aid proposed by the Gen- |
eral " Assembly won't. stop the
hemorrhaging and will only ex-

acerbate - next year’s budget
‘problem. I¥'s smnlar to ahome-*

“owner who “maxes” cuta cred-.

it card to pay their mortgage.

VNext month _the mortgage pay—

neaﬂy $270. million. in_ fede

It is.time 1o take a long-terne.
viewand .enact major reforms.

the answer to'our budget preb-
lem, because the state’s salary .

responsible budget

B prehenswe workforce  rediic-
- saving taxpayers 526 million‘in
*‘another, $40: Ir_u]hon each year
; :_'extraordmanly ‘low: co-pays
" state_employees pay for :doc-

vis ts a.nd prescnphon dmgs $0

age: p vate sector 'orkers, tax:
pavers. “would save ver=$500
‘million every yeat. : 3

This ‘is ‘not: fair ;to_ average._
Rhode Island taxpayers v
cannot afford to be that: out-of ot
line with-what is being paid in -
‘the real world Instead, we

 First; Twill be'enacting o
tion of 1,000 state employees,
general reveniies next year, and
thereafter.

Second, T will renegonate the

tors’” visits,” emergency room




e s 10 pmwde the same o
'rvzces o R}wde Islami at—
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